
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sessions have been grouped according to 5 main themes: 

Space and Nature 

Kindness and Friendship 

Image and Identity 

Black History 

We Love Words 

 

We would like to invite arts and cultural organisations to consider how they could support schools in 
exploring these themes. We’ve included some information on the texts featured within the events 
which may help you develop ideas for resources.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPACE AND NATURE 

Dom Conlon: Monday 1st February 9.30am and Tuesday 2nd February 1.30pm 

(KS2) 

This Rock That Rock- Dom Conlon and Viviane Schwarz 

 

In his poems Dom tells us of two important things - the Moon is 
incredible: it controls our tides, to give us 24-hour days and it keeps 

our planet stable enough to have seasons. Dom reminds us that 
poetry too is incredible because it is the most flexible form of 

expressing ourselves and has been always how we used to tell 
stories, particularly about our ways of seeing this incredible Moon. 

The Moon is an inspiring rock of possibilities. Dom uses lots of poetry 
forms, short poems and long ones, silly ones and serious ones. 
There are haiku and sonnets, acrostics and shapes. He uses 

metaphors and kennings and slang. Dom says read the poems and 
fly to the moon! 

 

Leap, Hare, Leap! – Dom Conlon and Anastasia Izlesou 

Leap, Hare, Leap! pays a lyrical visit to the many different types of 
hares seen around the world, from the fields of Britain to the forests 
of Japan. 

Through Dom Conlon's poetry and the eyes of a brown hare leaping 
away from an unknown danger, we learn what makes each species of 
hare unique and how they survive in their natural habitats. 

Children will discover new terminology and information through a 
poetic language which inspires them to love these animals, brought 
vividly to life by the enchanting artwork of Anastasia Izlesou. 

The book is completed by a list of facts and figures about the hare 
which link to the main text, wonderfully combining the fantastical and 
the factual and showing how remarkable hares are in all their diverse forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KINDNESS AND FRIENDSHIP 

Matt Goodfellow: Monday 25th January, 9.30am (KS2) 

Bright Bursts of Colour- Matt Goodfellow, illustrated by Alexei Bitskoff 

What if cats had flavoured fur or if you swallowed the sun? What if you were a 
special kind of badger or if you found a map to the stars? And what if your home 
was split during the week: one half at Mum's, the other half at Dad's? 

Packed with brilliant poems that explore a whole range of themes from the 
downright silly to the sensitive, this collection will delight, enthuse and resonate 
with children and adults alike! 

 

The Same Inside- Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens 

The Same Inside is a sweet and thoughtful collection of poems about 
friendship, empathy and respect by three of the nation's best-loved poets, Liz 

Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens. 
 

These fifty poems deal sensitively with feelings, empathy, respect, courtesy, 
bullying, disability and responsibility. They are the perfect springboard to start 

conversations. 

 

Smriti Prasadam-Halls: Friday 29th January, 9.30am (KS1) 

I’m Sticking With You- Smriti Halls and Steve Small 

 

Wherever you're going, I'm going too. 
Whatever you're doing, I'm sticking with you. 
 
It's wonderful to have good friends to see you through the good times 
and the bad. But sometimes, friends can also be a bit . . . well . . . 
overbearing. 

 

Rain Before Rainbows- Smriti Halls and David Litchfield 

 

A girl and her companion fox travel together from a place of loss and despair, 
through uncertain times, towards the hope of colour, light and life. Along the way, 
they find friends to guide and support them. Together, they build a glorious future 
and discover there is a way out of the darkness, into the light of the rainbow. A 
book with immense hope at its heart, this is a positive message for anyone who’s 
ever gone through a tough time. 

 

 



Jennifer Killick: Wednesday 27th January- TIMES TBC (Secondary Special Schools) 

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink- Jennifer Killick 

Alex Sparrow is a super-agent in training. He is also a human lie-detector. 
Working with Jess – who can communicate with animals – they must find 
out why their friends, and enemies, are all changing into polite and well-
behaved pupils. And exactly who is behind it all. ALEX SPARROW is a 
funny, mid-grade novel full of farts, jokes and superhero references. Oh, 
and a rather clever goldfish called Bob. In a world where kids’ flaws and 
peculiarities are being erased out of existence, Alex and Jess must rely on 
what makes them different to save the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMAGE AND IDENTITY 

Susannah Lloyd: Monday 25th January, 1.30pm and Thursday 28th January 1.30pm (KS1) 

The Terribly Friendly Fox- Susannah Lloyd and Ellie Snowdon 

When Gerald the fox turns up at the Annual Woodland Creatures’ Ball, 
a few of the guests are a little concerned. After all, they’ve heard some 
rather alarming rumours about foxes and their appetites. But they 
needn’t have worried – Gerald is a vegetarian fox, and the life and soul 
of the party! In fact, he’s terribly friendly. 

 

 

 

Marie Basting: Monday 1st February, 1.30pm (LKS2) 

Princess BMX- Marie Basting 

Trust me, the fairy tales have it so wrong. Dingy towers and wicked step-mums 
are the least of my worries: it’s the boredom that will kill me. Thank the good 
goblin I discovered BMX. If it wasn’t for BMX, nothing would have changed … 

 

 

Kathryn Evans: Wednesday 3rd February, 9.30 am (Y8+) 

Beauty Sleep- Kathryn Evans 

Laura is dying. Her last desperate hope is to be frozen until she can be 
cured. But what happens when you wake up one day and the world has 
moved on forty years? Your best friend is middle-aged, your parents are 

presumed dead. Could you find a place to belong? Could you build a new 
life, while solving the mystery of what happened to the old one? 

 

 

More of Me- Kathryn Evans 

Teva seems normal. But at home she hides an impossible secret: 11 other 
Tevas. Because once a year, Teva splits into two, leaving a younger 
version of herself stuck at the same age, forced to watch the new Teva 
taking over her life. But at 16, Teva’s had enough. She’s going to fight for 
her future – even if that means fighting herself. More of Me is an incredible, 
unforgettable story of identity, friendship, love and sacrifice. 

 

 

 



 

Patrice Lawrence: Tuesday 9th February, 9.30am (Y8+) 

Eight Pieces of Silva- Patrice Lawrence 

Becks is into girls but didn’t come out because she was never in. She 
lives with her mum, stepdad and eighteen-year-old Silva, her 
stepdad’s daughter. Becks and Silva are opposites, but bond over 
their mutual obsession with K-pop. 
 
When Becks’ mum and stepdad go on honeymoon to Japan, Becks 
and Silva are left alone. Except, Silva disappears. Becks ventures 
into the forbidden territory of Silva’s room and finds the first of eight 
clues that help her discover her sister’s secret life. 
 
Meanwhile, Silva is on a journey. A journey to make someone love 
her. He says he doesn’t, but he’s just joking. All she has to do is 
persuade him otherwise … 

Rose Interrupted- Patrice Lawrence 

Being a teenager is hard enough, but it's even harder in a world you've never 
known ... 

Eighteen months ago, 17-year-old Rose and 13-year-old Rudder escaped a 
strict religious sect with their mum. They are still trying to make sense of the 
world outside - no more rules about clothes and books, films and music, no 
more technology bans. But also no more friendship with the people they've 
known all their lives, no community and no certainty. It doesn't help that their 
mum has to work all hours to pay rent on their cramped, smelly, one-bed flat 
above a kebab shop in Hackney. 

While Rudder gorges on once-taboo Harry Potters and dances to Simon and 
Garfunkel and show tunes, Rose swaps the ankle skirts and uncut hair of the 
Woodford Pilgrims for Japanese-cute fairy dress and her new boyfriend, Kye. 
Kye, who she wants with all her being. But there's loads of scary stuff about 
their new life that Rose and Rudder have no idea how to handle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BLACK HISTORY 

Catherine Johnson: Thursday 28th January, 9.30am (UKS2/KS3) 

Freedom- Catherine Johnson 

12-year old Nathaniel is a slave, sent to England. Life in London is tough and 
Nat seizes the first opportunity to escape. He hears the story of The Zong, a 
ship where the crew murdered 133 slaves. Will the world continue to turn a 
blind eye to the horrors of slavery? And can Nat really evade his masters 
forever? 

 

 

Race To The Frozen North: The Matthew Henson Story- Catherine Johnson 

Matthew Henson was simply an ordinary man. That was, until 
Commander Robert E. Peary entered his life, and offered him a chance at 
true adventure. Henson would become navigator, craftsman, translator, 
and right-hand man on a treacherous journey to the North Pole. Defying 
the odds and the many prejudices that faced him to become a true 
pioneer. This is his incredible and often untold story. 

 

Queen of Freedom: Defending Jamaica- Catherine Johnson 

1720. Blue Mountains, windward Jamaica. In the sweltering heat Captain 
Shettlewood leads a troop of British soldiers through the thick trees towards 
the river. They are hunting slaves who have escaped from the brutal 
plantations. Their mission: to find them, and kill them. 

But up ahead, hidden among the rocks above the water, a group of men with 
cutlasses and muskets wait patiently for the instructions of their leader. 
Queen Nanny is a ‘wise woman’ with a reputation for ancient obeah magic, 
and a 7uerrilla fighter with a genius for organisation. So the battle for 
Jamaica begins, the First Maroon War, in which the maroons – escaped 

slaves – will make a final, do-or-die stand against the slavers and soldiers of Empire. 
 

Patrice Lawrence: Monday 8th February, 9.30am (UKS2) 

Voices: Diver’s Daughter – A Tudor Story brings Eve and her mother, 
who was stolen from her family in Mozambique as a child, from the 
Southwark slums of Elizabethan London to England’s southern coast. 
When they hear from a Mary Rose survivor that one of the African free-
divers who was sent to salvage its treasures is alive and well and living in 
Southampton, mother and daughter agree to try to find him and attempt to 
dive the wreck of another ship, rumoured to be rich with treasures. But 
will the pair survive when the man arrives to claim his ‘share’? Will Eve 
overcome her fear of the water to help rescue her mother? 

In this thrilling adventure based on real events, Patrice Lawrence shows 
us a fascinating and rarely seen world that’s sure to hook young readers. 



 

WE LOVE WORDS 

Pippa Pixley: Tuesday 26th January, 9.30am and 1.30pm (EYFS/Y1) 

Monsters Love Words- Pippa Pixley and Higher Openshaw Community 
School 

Did you know that monsters love words? This book is full of 
onomatopoeia, rhyme and rhythm and invites children to explore the 
exciting world of words!  

 

 

Karl Nova: Tuesday 2nd February, 9.30am and Thursday 4th February 9.30am (Yrs4-7) 

Rhythm and Poetry- Karl Nova 

Rhythm and Poetry (otherwise known as RAP) is by Hip Hop artist and poet 
Karl Nova. The beauty of rap lyricism and Hip Hop influenced poetry is 
displayed with wit, humour and positivity. His approach is to meet young 
people where they are and engage them with the style and attitude they are 
familiar with.  

This collection reflects on his journey of growth from childhood to adulthood 
through the lens of Hip Hop culture. Rhythm and Poetry (otherwise known 
as RAP) is by Hip Hop artist and poet Karl Nova. The beauty of rap lyricism 
and Hip Hop influenced poetry is displayed with wit, humour and positivity. 
His approach is to meet young people where they are and engage them 
with the style and attitude they are familiar with. This collection reflects on 
his journey of growth from childhood to adulthood through the lens of Hip 
Hop culture. 

 

 

 

 

 


