
1 

 

The Sister 
Gwen 
Appleton 
Charitable 
Trust 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 

Sister Gwen Appleton Trust: 
Cultural Citizens programme 

2018-19 
 

Final Report and Evaluation, 
September 2019 

 



2 

 

Contents 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section  Page(s) 

 

1 Background information and how pupils were selected to take part 3 

2 Summary of activities 
 

4 

2a De la Salle Academy - summary of visits and trips 
 

4-5 

2b Academy of St Francis of Assisi – summary of visits and trips 
 

6 

2c Kings Leadership Academy – summary of visits and trips 
 

7 

2d Some of the highlights 
 

8 

3 What went well 
 

8-9 

4 What didn’t go so well 
 

9-10 

5 Conclusion 
 

10 

6 Costs 10/ 
Appendix 1 

 



3 

1. Background information and how pupils were selected to take part 
 

The original Government-funded Cultural Citizens programme, piloted in 2016, engaged young people with 
very little access to arts and cultural activities. It was designed and managed by Curious Minds.1 In Liverpool, 
100 students supported by teachers and artists participated in creative workshops in school and then 
experienced the arts first hand, for example by visiting art galleries, the opera or a sculpture park. This aimed 
to build their confidence, broaden their horizons and help them achieve their Bronze Arts Awards. 

After this pilot the Liverpool Learning Partnership (LLP) applied to the Sister Gwen Appleton trust to keep the 
programme going, to: 

 reach and mentor a new cohort of pupils 

 build on the experiences of the previous cohort, who would also support the new pupils  

Three schools were selected to participate in the programme, De La Salle Academy (DLSA), the Academy of 
St Francis of Assisi (ASFA) and Kings Leadership Academy (KLA). Each school teamed up with an artist to work 
in an arts mentor role. ASFA chose to engage with the artist who had worked on the pilot and the other two 
artists were interviewed and appointed. A total of 57 pupils took part, 45 of whom achieved an Arts Award. 

All three schools: 

 are in areas of high deprivation with many pupils coming from disadvantaged backgrounds; 

 attain below the national average for 5 GCSEs of a C or above; 

 strive to bring the best out in their pupils and are committed to culture and the arts.  

Schools invited pupils from the previous Cultural Citizens programme to join this year’s programme as 
mentors, to support and guide new participants. These young people worked towards their Silver Arts 
Award. Numbers of participants in these cohorts differed slightly in each school: 

School Bronze Arts Award Silver Arts Award 

De La Salle 14 3 

Academy of St Francis of Assisi 14 6 

Kings Leadership Academy 12 8 

 

For the Bronze Arts Award cohort, all three schools chose this year to engage some of the hardest to reach 
and most vulnerable pupils: 

“The Bronze award students are our nurture group who experience multiple levels of deprivation and lack in 
social skills. They don’t get many opportunities in life to experience arts and culture.” Teacher ASFA 

“In selecting the Bronze Award students, we have focused mainly on students who may be vulnerable or have 
specific educational needs. In terms of equality and celebrating diversity, this is important to us at the 
academy as we have as our vision, ‘Inspiring people; breaking boundaries’. This programme certainly 
encourages young people to do just that!” Teacher DLSA 

“For Bronze we worked with a nurture group, made up of vulnerable pupils. It 
was easier to work with the whole group so we wouldn’t need cover to run 
workshops, and we could work within their time table.” Teacher KLA 

Each school had a few changes to their original groups; in DLSA four of the 
boys who began left the school, in both KLA and ASFA a couple of people 
dropped out and were replaced.  

 

 

                                                      
1 Curious Minds works to place creativity and culture at the heart of education and other services for children and 
young people. It is funded by Arts Council England to lead the cultural education challenge across the North West. 

De la Salle Academy 
preparation workshop 

 

curiousminds.org.uk
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2. Summary of activities 

Each school responded to the pupils’ interests and needs so experiences varied greatly across the three 
schools. Each arts mentor ran at least three preparation and teambuilding workshops with the young people 
before they went on any trips. The purpose of these was to build confidence, introduce different art forms 
and facilitate discussion about what they were going to see. They also helped to identify gaps in their 
cultural experiences and supported them to carry out research to find activities that would fill those gaps 
and take them beyond their experiences. Students gradually developed a wish list and then learned about 
the costs of what they wanted to do and some facts and details to give them some context for each activity. 
For example, whilst researching the performers appearing in Sweeney Todd, the KLA students were 
fascinated to find out that Mark Rice-Oxley who played The Beadle grew up in Dingle, near the school. The 
research into costs led to them choosing some local, free activities so they could also afford to do things that 
were further afield and/or cost more. 

School and arts mentors also all ran post-trip workshops so students could ‘debrief’ and creatively respond 
to the work they’d seen. These included photo collages, visual arts exercises, drama, poetry and creative 
writing, contributing to their Arts Award learning and portfolios, presented at the moderation on 15 July.  

For example, the arts mentor at KLA ran a poetry response about how young people felt about meeting the 
Giants, and they created photo collages. Some of the students were quite scared of the Giants – they had 
been able to touch them and were awe-inspired at the scale of detail in the huge puppets. Some of the 
children were so excited they then took their parents in the evening. 

 

a) De la Salle Academy - summary of visits and trips 

Activity/experience No. 
participants 

Cost breakdown Comments 

Weekly workshops 
facilitated by arts/school 
mentors Jan-June 2019, 
including  

Bronze: 9 

Silver: 3 

Refresh’ts: £280 +ve: Students enjoyed the workshops  

-ve: Staff separated Bronze and Silver due to the nature of 
some of the students being SEN and needing different 
levels of support 

Drama workshop by Alex 
Ferguson from 
Imaginarium Theatre, 
Knowsley 

Bronze: 17 

Silver: 3 

Refresh’ts:£20 +ve: Great participation from students who agreed that 
they enjoyed the ‘Getting to know you’ activities  

-ve: None 

Trip to the Playhouse 
Theatre, Liverpool to see A 
Christmas Carol 

Bronze: 16 

Silver: 3 

Tickets: £282 
Transport: £90 
Refresh’ts:£66 
TOTAL £438 

+ve: Students enjoyed the scenery and actors. They 
commented on the use of costume and scene changes as 
being good. 

-ve: Seats in the circle made it difficult for some students; 
one of whom had a panic attack halfway up the stairs. 
However, he demonstrated great resilience and 
eventually managed to take his seat with the other 
students. 

A workshop in school run 
by dot-art (a small, local 
art gallery who also run 
workshops for schools) 

Bronze: 13 

Silver:3 

Workshop: £300 
Refresh’ts: £36 
TOTAL £336 

+ve: Students enjoyed using different materials to create 
visual art. 

-ve: Concern about spray paint used on paper as it ruined 
three sets of uniform even though the students had 
overalls on. Paint used was meant for metal or wood I 
think, rather than paper. 

Visit to British Music 
Experience. Visual art 
exhibitions/workshop to 
debate Shakespeare v rap 

Bronze:9 

Silver:3 

Tickets: £90.75 
Transport: £90 
Refresh’ts: £53 
TOTAL £233.75 

+ve:  Increased knowledge about the history of music. 
Amazed by the Boy George hologram and discussed other 
artists they would love to see as holograms. They fully 
appreciated the cost implications of the hologram and 
how the whole exhibition is a fantastic tourist attraction. 

The Shakespeare versus rap artists was a great learning 

https://www.imaginariumtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.imaginariumtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2018/dec/13/a-christmas-carol-review-liverpool-playhouse-spymonkey-scrooge
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2018/dec/13/a-christmas-carol-review-liverpool-playhouse-spymonkey-scrooge
http://liverpool.schools.dot-art.com/
http://www.britishmusicexperience.com/education/
http://www.britishmusicexperience.com/education/
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curve for the students, who came back to school and told 
others, leading to interest from the school’s English 
department who said it had inspired them in those 
lessons too. The standard of delivery was exceptional and 
all of the students were really engaged. 

At the end of the tour, students were able to participate 
in the practical music, dance and karaoke sessions. It was 
hard to drag them away from this practical area when it 
was time to go home, yet we still had to fit in another visit 
to see the Boy George hologram - definitely a WOW 
factor! 

Celebration Bronze: 9 

Silver: 3 

Minibus: £90.00 +ve: students enjoyed the opportunity to mix with young 
people from other schools and parts of Liverpool & share 
their experiences, and visit the Florrie. 

Meeting the Arts Award 
moderator at KLA 

Bronze: 2 Taxi: £25.00 +ve: moderator comment – ‘beautifully presented Arts 
Award Bronze portfolios. The photos and PowerPoints 
created for Part C are a highlight – well done!’ 

-ve: moderator comment – ‘Part B’s…where photos are 
used, annotations would be beneficial in future portfolio 
work…Part D’s – development of why an arts skills share 
has been chosen would strengthen this part. Ensure all 
arts skills shares are ‘arts’ related, e.g. a martial arts 
demonstration could look at the movement and shapes 
passed on to others in more detail.’  

Hercules tablet  £115.51 Tablet used to record student activities, particularly for 
the students doing the silver award, so they can visualise 
their portfolios at various stages in the creative process. 

  TOTAL: £1538.26  

It has been difficult to gain consent from the head teacher during timetabled lessons. The school has been 
rated by Ofsted as ‘Inadequate’ for some time and there is a focus on attainment. However, an Ofsted 
monitoring visit on 6 February 2019 was positive about changes such as broadening the curriculum to 
reintroduce art and provision of ‘even more opportunities for extra-curricular activities’ which are seen to 
‘broaden pupils’ views and aspirations’. 

What young people said: 

 Bronze student on the drama workshops: “At first I was really shy, 
I didn’t know Alex, I’d never seen him before, the shyness didn’t 
last long, after a few weeks I got used to it and I learnt to express 
myself with words.” 

 Silver student on the dot-art workshop: “Random things look 
good, we can do whatever we want, if we stick to it, I learnt that 
you never know if you can do something unless you try.” 

 Silver student on going to A Christmas Carol: “Being in the Gods 
was an issue, but Miss Trotter made me believe I could do great 
things, once I sat down I thought the play was hilarious, the 
actors kept going off script and it was really funny.” 

Dot-art workshop at De la Salle 
Academy 
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b) Academy of St Francis of Assisi – summary of visits and trips 

Activity/experience No. 
participants 

Cost 
breakdown 

Comments 

‘Zine’ workshop on 
youth isolation 
facilitated by local 
organisation Comics 
Youth 

Bronze:13 

Silver: 7 

Free +ve: Interesting to learn how to fold and make a zine  

-ve: It was too long 

Visit to the Tate 
Liverpool ‘Op Art’ 
exhibition 

Bronze: 12 

Silver: 6 

Minibus Fuel 
and Parking 

Educational 
Talk £25 

+ve: Some found the patterns in the Op art section interesting  

-ve: Some did not like the Op Art sections 

Trip to Beauty and 
The Beast ballet at 
the Lowry in Salford 

Bronze: 12 

Silver: 6 

Travel £270 
Tickets £238 
TOTAL £508 

+ve: The costumes and set were really detailed  

-ve: Didn’t like that there was no singing or talking 

Trip to the World 
Museum Liverpool 

Bronze: 14 Minibus Fuel 
£20 

+ve: Really cool, I liked most of it.  

-ve: There were too many stairs 

Trip to dot-art, 
Liverpool 

Silver: 6 Minibus Fuel 
and parking 
fee £30 

+ve: I didn’t know art could be such a valid living thing 

-ve: I can’t believe how much some of the canvasses cost 

‘Annie’ at Liverpool 
Empire 

Bronze: 12 

Silver: 6 

Travel £170 
Tickets £330 
TOTAL £500 

+ve: It was really funny and the children were incredible in it 

Origami Skills 
workshop 

Silver: 6 Food £14 +ve: It’s so amazing that you can make something so beautiful with 
nothing but paper 

Painting on Canvas Silver:6 Materials 
£80 

+ve: It is great to work on canvas, this is not something you get to 
try often. 

Celebration Silver: 7 Two taxis - 
£20 

+ve:  brilliant opportunity for the Silver students to practise their 
leadership skills by running a digital art and origami workshop for 
students from the other schools 

Meeting the Arts 
Award moderator at 
KLA 

Silver: 3 One taxi - 
£10 

+ve:  moderator comment - ‘they were inspiring to chat to…excellent 
reviews with plenty of evidence collated on arts research.’ One 
student who created a sculpture spoke of the hours she’d spent on it 
in her own time voluntarily and how it will help her develop 
‘dexterity’ as she aspires to become a surgeon. 

  TOTAL: 
£1207 

 

Teachers at the school expressed some concern about how the students 
might behave when out on trips. After the trips, the arts mentor 
emailed the head teacher to comment on how good their behaviour 
was, with no issues for them to deal with. After the Tate trip, the 
Walker art gallery visit was cancelled in favour of a more interactive 
visit to the World Museum and dot-art workshop instead.  

What young people said: 

 Bronze student about the ballet: “I have learnt that ballet is difficult 
to perform, those who don’t know if they are interested should try 
it as they don’t know if they will like it or no, I thought it was dull, 
it’s not my thing.” 

 Silver student about the Comics Youth workshop: “It was good, I didn’t know how to draw, it was an 
experience for me, and I learnt how to draw a cat.” 

 Bronze student about the Tate: “It was colourful, messed up, mentally unstable, very good.” 

St Francis of Assisi at the Tate Op Art 
exhibition 

 

https://www.artinliverpool.com/events/comics-youth-youth-isolation-zine-workshops/
https://www.artinliverpool.com/events/comics-youth-youth-isolation-zine-workshops/
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-liverpool/exhibition/op-art-focus
https://thelowry.com/whats-on/beauty-and-the-beast/
https://thelowry.com/whats-on/beauty-and-the-beast/
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/
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c) Kings Leadership Academy – summary of visits and trips 

Activity/experience No. 
participants 

Cost breakdown Comments 

Trip to meet the Giants 
(puppets) in Princes Park 

Bronze: 11 

Silver: 9 

Trip cost – Free 
Sweets for picnic - 

£20 

+ve: pupils learnt about the theatre company and 
they even took their families to follow the parade 
later that evening. 

Bus and ferry trip around 
Liverpool incl. Tate 
Liverpool and International 
Slavery Museum 

Bronze: 11 

Silver: 9 

Travel Cards 
@20pp £139 

City Explorer18 - 
£187 

TOTAL £326 

+ve: Loved the Op Art  

-ve: Gallery had no admin record of trip booked 
through website but found a picnic room for lunch. 

Day trip to the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park 

Bronze: 11 

Silver: 9 

Trip Cost – Free 
Petrol for car - 

£40 

+v: Once students read about the art work and 
walked around the park their initial negative mindset 
changed. They began to describe shape, tone and 
even link the pieces to nature. 

-ve: Pupils response at first was mixed. Some said 
what’s the point of metal in a field? 

Day trip to London: visit to 
the National Portrait 
Gallery; walking tour of 
London 

Bronze: 11 

Silver: 9 

Train tickets £572 
Taxis - £100 
Snacks - £50 
Breakfast - £180 
Dinner £120 
TOTAL £1022 

+ve: Despite a 5am start and this happening at the 
end of the day, they didn’t want to leave the Portrait 
Gallery 

Pupils working towards 
Arts Award Silver went to 
the Everyman to see 
Sweeney Todd 

Silver: 9 Tickets £55 
Sweets £10 
Taxis £30 
TOTAL £95 

+ve: The Silver students absolutely loved Sweeny 
Todd. The intimacy of the audience and actors was 
brilliant and the students loved the gory blood 
scene. 

Celebration 

 

17 No travel cost -
pupils walked 

+ve: great to meet young people from other schools 
who’ve had similar experiences and celebrate in a 
beautiful local L8 venue 

Meeting the Arts Award 
moderator at KLA 

Bronze: 2 

Silver: 1 

No travel cost -
moderation 
held in KLA 

+ve: moderator comment: ‘excellent Silver Arts 
Award portfolios – the bespoke workbook provided a 
strong structure for moderation & the collation of 
evidence…the skills audit, reflection journal, posts on 
social media for sharing – lovely to see’ 

-ve: moderator comment – ‘Bronze Part A’s – 
evidence would benefit from additional information 
of participation e.g. photos, video or similar to record 
experiences…Part B’s – personal reflection could be 
supported by an adviser statement on the visits.’ 

  TOTAL: £1503  

What young people said: 

 Bronze student: “I just don’t get sculptures I don’t see 
the point in them, but it was interesting to go and look.”  

 Silver student: “I would love to see the giants again, 
after you took us, I went home and took my mum down, 
we followed them through town, she would never have 
gone as she doesn’t like art, she loved them.” 

 Silver student: “Going to the Tate was new to me, I had 
never been to art galleries or stuff like that, and I think 

I’d go again.” 
King’s Leadership Academy at the 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/children-enchanted-giants-walk-streets-15245449
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/
https://ysp.org.uk/
https://ysp.org.uk/
https://www.npg.org.uk/
https://www.npg.org.uk/
https://www.everymanplayhouse.com/whats-on/sweeney-todd
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d) Some of the highlights 

“One vulnerable student in Year 7 encouraged his older brother 
in Year 9 to join the group. It was wonderful to evidence the 
support of the Year 9 student when he told his younger brother 
to just believe that he could do something and he would be able 
to do it.” Teacher DLSA 

“The ballet was a challenge for the students but they took 
something from it and to see them go into a theatre with 
confidence, knowing how to act in that environment and to feel 
comfortable in that environment was a big step.” Teacher ASFA 

“The look on pupils’ faces when they saw the red buses in London 
referencing Harry Potter. The enjoyment on the ferry as many hadn’t 
been on one before. The team building skills learnt and the love of 
culture they have shown.” Teacher KLA 

“I had never been in the Tate, I thought it was not for people like me, 
since we went I have been back with my mum, she had never been in a 
gallery before and she loved it, I will go back again.” Pupil KLA 

“It encourages you to do things outside your comfort zone, and it shows 
you, that you can work with people you don’t know.” Pupil ASFA 

“You get to learn new things and have new experiences.” Pupil DLSA 

It is also interesting to look at the broader school improvement and inspection context for each school. Since Ofsted 
rated De la Salle as ‘Inadequate’ in October 2017 they have re-introduced art into the curriculum to ensure students 
have a broad range of options. St Francis of Assisi was rated as ‘Good’ in December 2018 and the Ofsted report was 
positive about a broad and balanced curriculum that is inclusive of the arts. Kings Leadership Academy has 
progressed from ‘Requires Improvement’ in March 2016 to ‘Good’ in April 2018; during this time the school has 
embraced more arts and cultural education opportunities and the head teacher is committed to a broad and 
balanced curriculum that widens creative, cultural and arts opportunities. He says, ‘It’s programmes like this that can 
lead to students making certain choices – to do a certain qualification, course or go to university. There are pockets of 
isolation in the community our school serves. Some young people only get the chance to engage in art and culture 
through school and initiatives like Cultural Citizens.’  

The number of students studying the arts at GCSE has increased significantly since 2016, from 26 to 93 (including 56 
visual art students). The three highest performing subjects in the school are maths, art and drama and the head is 
emphatic that the school didn’t trade off academic results to do arts – ‘the arts puts a smile on everyone’s faces and 
makes the school a great place to be. They help the school close the cultural deficit, building character, social mobility 
and aspirations to achieve – just ask the kids. The memories of the arts and cultural experiences will stay with them 
longest.’ 

 

3. What went well 

Students’ achievements have included: 

 Learning to be in a group, to sit down and communicate with each other – some couldn’t say their 
names in front of each other and now they debate what they like and don’t like about art 

 Growing in confidence and ability to articulately express opinions – this is why it is so important that they feel 
able to say when they don’t like something. How can someone know this if they aren’t given the opportunity? 

 Developing skills to think critically, be discerning and to self-actualise 

St Francis of Assisi students outside 
the Tate Liverpool 

De la Salle students 



9 

 Progressing from first impressions of art that are uncomfortable and 
negative, to being more confident ‘outside their comfort zone’, able 
to ‘own’ their experiences, and even to feel comfortable and that 
they belong. For example KLA’s visit to the Tate in Liverpool taught 
them how to behave in a gallery and respond to the art works, 
helping them feel confident at the National Portrait Gallery. 

The teachers’ perspective 

“It is quite early to tell, but I think they are already talking with more 
confidence about experiences they have had and others they want to 
have. Students commented that it pushes them out of their comfort 
zone.” ASFA 

“The Silver students have developed their love of arts more.” KLA 

“It has been a pleasure to witness the development of each individual in 
terms of knowledge, skills and increased self-confidence. In particular, there are students who seem to have 
taken this boost in self-confidence to impact in their wider school experiences, for example increased 
confidence in speaking to groups of adults and demonstrating a willingness to try more new activities.” DLSA 

The students’ perspective 

“You get experiences and it gives you an idea of what it would be like to have art in your real life as an adult” 

“I was so nervous at first, but as I got to know people I felt my confidence grow” 

“I experienced new things, got a new self-awareness, met new people. I enjoyed seeing different types of art” 

 

4. What didn’t go so well 

Difficulties with timetabling trips 

All the schools struggled with teacher time, taking pupils out of lessons, getting cover for classes and having 
to fit workshops into the timetable. In one case this runs on a two-week cycle and changes every term. One 
head teacher could not justify taking pupils out of lessons. This meant trips and workshops had to take place 
after school which led to decreased attendance at the sessions and excluded some young people for a 
variety of reasons.  

Possible solutions: 

 Meetings with the heads prior to the programme, to explore the benefits of culture and agree a 
contract about how pupil participation might be managed 

 Working with a whole class, or nurture group, like at KLA -  this helps with cover and means there is 
a time when they are all together 

 Designating days in the year where pupils can be taken off timetable, or timetabling cultural 
activities into the timetable 

 The lead teacher at one of the schools has now negotiated a community activities slot in the 
timetable  

Pupil retention 

Due to the vulnerability of pupils picked there was drop out in each school for various reasons, including: 
pupils leaving the school; decrease in school attendance; pupils feeling overwhelmed; pupils needing to be 
home for medication. This has also affected completion of Arts Awards. 

Possible solutions: 

 Starting the programme with realistic targets: we will endeavour to work with 20 students with the 
expectation that 10-15 will achieve an Arts Award 

 Starting the programme with 25 with the expectation that there will be drop out 

 Not being so fixed on numbers 

Kings Leadership students 
outside the National Portrait 

Gallery 
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Facilitating Silver and Bronze Arts Awards simultaneously 

Because pupils were working at different levels, sessions needed to be split and extra sessions planned with 
those doing Silver. The knock-on effect of this was that the arts mentors all worked above their contracted 
hours. All the schools noted the massive jump from Bronze to Silver. 

Possible solutions: 

 More funding, so there are more hours for the arts mentors to work with two different groups: “It was 
better when we separated the groups into younger and older students, as it allowed for a more tailor-
made approach to the individual student when needed.” 

 Just delivering Bronze – but this would mean losing the mentoring support of the older, experienced 
pupils. 

 It would not work to just deliver Silver as this would exclude the most vulnerable pupils who do not have 
the academic or leadership skills to complete this level.  

Booking and planning the trips 

In the initial programme all trips were planned as a block at the beginning of the project, with pupils 
choosing where they wanted to go. This year all three schools booked one at a time. This was a change of 
approach rather than a problem, the reason being that pupils with no or very little experience of the arts get 
overwhelmed with choices about what they may or may not want to engage with. Many pupils started the 
programme without the confidence to say their names in the group, let alone voice their opinions, so the 
programme needed to respond to the pupils’ experiences. At AFSA they booked a Tate trip and a later trip to 
the Walker Gallery: after a negative experience at the Tate for some it was decided that an in-house ‘zine’ 
workshop and a trip to The World Museum would be more appropriate. 

 

5. Conclusion 

“The students in our care don’t live in families who are art consumers, their only experiences in any of the 
arts are through school. Schools are facing multiple challenges in getting students to have these experiences. 
Providing funding and support for these important projects removes a barrier for the staff so they can offer 
these experiences. This helps students to grow in confidence, allows them to try new things and opens their 
world up to new opportunities they may take forward in the future. Allowing students to experience arts is 
allowing them to dream beyond the pedestrian of a 9-5 future and to open their minds and hearts to a more 
fulfilled goal that incorporates passion with practicality.” 

The level of need and deprivation of the student cohorts who took part in this year’s Cultural Citizens 
programme is such that nurturing basic skills and tackling poverty of experience is equally, if not more 
important, to achieving a maths GCSE. School and arts mentors felt that the confidence of students to talk 
about their experiences varied greatly – some individuals could have talked for hours about it, others would 
have struggled to speak at all, or may have given an answer they thought the adult wanted to hear rather 
than a genuine response. 

The teachers and arts mentors also felt that asking students to score what they felt about each trip would 
have been arbitrary. Each person’s response is subjective and the experiences varied so greatly and are so 
unique – compare getting up close to the Royal de Luxe giants with seeing still objects at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park – that it felt meaningless to try and give them a number out of 10. It’s also difficult to quantify 
the value of the experience in the long-term although certain patterns were beginning to emerge – Silver 
students who went to the ballet as part of their first ‘Cultural Citizens’ experience elected to go again, but 
liked it less the second time. But the fact that they were able to hold an animated debate about why they 
liked it better the first time (they enjoyed the music more) and their confidence and ability to express 
opinions and know what they like, is more important than whether they liked it or not.  

 

6. Overall cost  

Overall financial cost: £11,922.23 covered by Sister Gwen Appleton Trust (see Appendix 1 for cost 
breakdown); £1100 by LLP for 45 Arts Award moderations; plus in-kind time/support from each school. 


