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1 Project Overview 
 

The project was the beginning of a collaboration between Windsor CP School, St Patrick’s Catholic 

Primary and Unity Theatre and ran between June 2017 and March 2018. The project involved pupils 

from the Year 5 classes in each school and three artists recruited through Unity Theatre.  

The majority of sessions took place for individual classes but there were two occasions where the 

groups met and the celebration event at Unity involved both groups mixing and performing as one. 

Three arts practitioners, Carl Cockram, Holly Langley and Joe Shipman were recruited by Unity 

Theatre to respond to, design and deliver activity plans made with Year 5 teachers and support staff 

at each school. Workshop sessions, including staff CPD, took place in school and at Unity Theatre 

between June 2017 and March 2018, culminating in a celebration event at Unity Theatre where 

both school pupils, teaching staff and practitioners joined together to share the outcomes of the 

work, engage pupils in further activity and put together plans for future engagement.  

 

2 Activity Plans 
Here are a few of the key activities pupils engaged with through the project. 
 

Tableaux  
 
Encourages pupils to: 

 
We used Tableaux to explore and encourage pupils’ engagement in a written story and it was a 

great way to get pupils working together as a team.  

 

Tableaux can be used to imaginatively recreate aspects of stories of all kinds using different stimuli 

including poems, historical facts, newspaper headlines or music. 

 

 

• Respond imaginatively to 
different scenes and characters 
in a story and express this 
 
• Gain greater awareness of 
body language and facial 
expression 
 
• Make decisions as a group and 
support each other 
 
• Build on their understanding of 
characters and scenes in a story 
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You will need a fairly large space for this, school hall is best. We worked with pupils in groups of 4 

or 5 and explained to the group that they will be creating still pictures or tableaux of scenes from 

the story The Birds and The Monster, a Brazilian folk tale.  

 

 

 

 

 

We asked pupils to illustrate scenes from the story using actions or poses which were then ‘frozen’ 

as still pictures. Pupils responded to the brief very instinctively and came up with great scenes 

between them. It proved to be an exercise where everyone felt included, not just those with the 

most confidence. 

 

We then put a ‘spotlight’ on each group, having everyone look at each one in turn, so that they 

could enjoy each other’s still pictures and give some mutual support.  Pupils mixed from both 

school classes and used the tableaux to act out the entire story, with narrators for each section. 
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Soundscape 

Encourages pupils to: 
 

 Make decisions as a group and support each other 

 Build listening skills 

 Imaginatively build on their understanding of rainforest geography 
 
Creating a vocal soundscape was an excellent inclusive activity for all pupils. It allowed them to 

contribute to an ensemble exercise and really immerse themselves in an imaginative landscape.  

We used our story to extend the theme and explore an imaginative rainforest through vocal and 

hand/foot made sounds.  

Pupils suggested different features that we could include in order to incorporate various ideas and 

dynamics, for example characterising various animals and birds and also exploring the sounds and 

tempos of sound that would illustrate various times of day and different weather.  

 

 

 

Pupils responded well to the suggestion that we could have conductors for different groups of 

sound in the scape and keenly volunteered to fulfil these roles.  
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Visual Art & Craft 

 
For each making project, pupils were shown 
source images and given a range of materials and 
they were given free rein over what they created 
and how, with support from our specialised 
practitioner/artist.  
 
 
Encourages pupils to: 
 

 Explore a range of materials  

 and construction techniques 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works 

 Develop critical thinking  

 Produce creative work which is process led 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Jewellery making  

We used images of traditional Brazilian 

jewellery and a bright, colourful range of 

materials as stimulus for pupils to create their 

own items of themed jewellery.  

Pupils used paper, buttons, feathers and pipe 

cleaners to create bracelets, necklaces and 

pendants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Bird Masks 

Paper plates were used by pupils as the basis to create their own bird masks to use as part of the 

tableaux sharings. Pupils’ designs were inspired by what they had been learning about the 

rainforest and The Birds and The Monster folk tale. 

 

 

 

Story Frieze 

Pupils illustrated The Birds and The Monster folk tale, dividing the story up into scenes and sections 

to work towards creating a visual retelling, using drawing and collage techniques. 
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Maracas 

Pupils used recyclable materials to create their own percussion instruments that were part of the 

soundscape exercise. They were decorated in keeping with the Brazilian theme. 

 

 



8 
 

3 Curriculum Map 
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4 Pupil Voice 

 
 

What did you enjoy and why? 

I enjoy acting and the art because you can express yourself 

Art because I loved making masks, rainforest things and so on 

I love the games 

Making things with Holly 

Drama 

Clowning and art because it is fun and it was learnable 

Bird masks because we had to use our imagination 

I enjoyed the drama because it makes me feel happy when everyone works together 

Doing art with Holly because I like to show off my skills 
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I enjoyed the Splat game because I know how to do it 

Making musical instruments 

Drama because I get out of my shell and love performing 

Alphabet Soup (drama game) 

I’ve enjoyed how all of the members of teachers have different talents like Holly is so creative and 

Carl is so funny and Joe has a big imagination and pulls funny faces 

Playing Splat because I am very competitive 

 

What was the most interesting? 

Punctuation Game 

Making maracas 

Brazilian Jewellery 

The games because they were fun but I learned a lot 

Collage is best because we got to tell stories with paper 

The freeze frames 

When we were making soundscapes because it was relaxing and calm 

I liked the group game were you had to get into a group quickly and make different things like a 

crocodile or a bike and freeze 

Making still pictures of the boy shooting an arrow 

Making the maracas because we got to play them 

Working outside 

Punctuation game because it help me in English 

Art because I love creating things 

Working with different people in my class 

Acting out the market stalls 

Writing a postcard to Brazil and making more friends 

Alphabet soup and bead making but basically everything 

Making animal noises 
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How can we improve the project? 

Do more art, include different games 

We could do a group activity competition for Brazilian art templates 

Do more drama 

I don’t think you can improve it 

More drama because it is Unity Theatre so it should be about drama 

Do more drama and art as now we are more creative 

We should do more drama based on books and we should do more acting 

Nothing because it was all fun 

Give a prize to the winner of the game 

It’s all good 

Put more exercising in it because it is fun and keeps us fit 

More trips to the theatre, more acting and go to the Unity more 


